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Autumn Newsletter 

Year 1 – Orange Class 
 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back!  We hope you all had a good holiday.  We are really looking forward to working 

together with you to ensure your child enjoys their time in Orange class. Here is a brief outline of 

the main topics we will be covering this term. 
 

In English we will be working on many different genres. To begin with we will be thinking about 

Labels, Lists and Captions. We will then begin to practise reading, following and writing instructions. 

Towards the end of term, we will be looking at Poetry. The emphasis in Year 1 will be on reading and 

reciting poetry. Finally, we will explore Fairy Stories and Traditional Tales.  
 

In Maths we will be learning and practising lots of new skills. We will begin by reciting to 100 and 

working with numbers to 20; looking at doubling, halving and odd and even numbers. Children will be 

looking at positional language and the use of ordinal numbers. We will look at one more and one less 

moving on to using formal written methods. Please practise these at home as they will give your child 

an excellent foundation for their Maths. On Friday they will complete a ‘Maths of the Day’ activity.  
 

Early on in the term we will be looking at the anniversary of the ending of WW1 and completing 

activities linked to this along with the rest of the school for a 2 week project. This will be followed 

by our first topic called ‘Our Amazing World’. We will begin by thinking about where our food comes 

from. This will include what is in our food and where in the world it grows naturally. The children will 

learn the names of the continents and oceans and practise finding places on a map. The theme of 

food will run through much of our learning in the first half of the Autumn term. Our second topic is 

‘Investigation’ and will focus on materials, identifying and naming a variety of everyday materials, 

distinguishing between an object and the material from which it is made and investigating which 

materials are best used for certain objects. We will also be discussing how the four seasons change. 
 

We will use the ICT suite twice a week to develop a variety of skills to improve our confidence when 

using the keyboard and mouse and complete activities linked to our topic. 

 

P.E. will be on Tuesday and Friday. Please ensure that your child has a royal blue T-shirt, plimsolls or 

trainers and navy shorts/skort. Please make sure your child’s name is clear on all their clothing as we 

frequently muddle our clothes. Could you also make sure your child has spare clothes in case they 

have an accident during the day. Finally, we ask that the children have a waterproof coat in school if 



  
 

     

 

 

                                                            
     

rain is forecast, or if it is raining first thing, (and a heavier coat during winter months) so that we 

are able to go outside if it is drizzly. They can leave the coat in school if that is more convenient. 

Spellings - Children will be given a spelling rule each week rather than a set of words to learn. The 

children will then need to find their own words, in a variety of multi-modal texts, where their 

spelling rule is applied. The children then need to record their words and complete a sentence for 

each word to ensure their understanding. The children will share these words in class and be 

involved in a deeper discussion that observes familiar patterns and rules within spellings. We feel 

this will benefit the children to understand and apply spelling rules or patterns to a variety of words 

and enhance their ability to spell unknown words through using this knowledge. At the start of each 

year your child will be given a list of ‘Common Exception Words’. These are a list of words provided 

by the National Curriculum that are an exception to the rules taught. Please could you help your 

children to gradually learn these spellings by having them displayed in your home and visiting them 

little and often. The class teacher will be testing the children on these words termly and discussing 

them in class to find ways to help them remember each spelling. Mnemonics such as ‘big elephants 

can’t always use small exits’ to learn how to spell ‘because’, are proven most effective in helping your 

child learn these words.  
 

The children will have the opportunity to change their reading books during the week on a Tuesday, 

providing the book has been read more than once, and an adult comment has been made in the 

reading record. Please remember that your child should be able to read fluently 95%-100% of the 

book. Home reading is an opportunity for your child to practise reading rather than you trying to 

teach them how to read. It is a chance for them to try adding expression. Remember to ask them 

questions about what they have read. It is fun to talk about the illustrations in detail and try to 

make up a new story. We would like the children to work on their reading books 5 times a week. 

Please remember to sign the reading record book each time. Children can also access books on Bug 

Club and these can be written in their reading record. Please continue to read other stories to your 

child to build up a range of vocabulary and favourite stories. 
 

In the morning free healthy snacks will be provided by the school, so the children will not need to 

bring one in with them. Please supply your child with a named water bottle.  Please remind your child 

to take this bottle home each night to refill with fresh water. 
 

We have toys in school for your child to play with during playtimes and would ask that they do not 

bring in toys from home.  Any items the children bring in to show must be related to what we are 

learning in school or something they have achieved (e.g. swimming certificate). 
 

Start of the day - It is essential that your child arrives to school in good time. Your child should be 

lined up at 8.50 when the school bell is rung. If you arrive after this time, then your child will need 

to be taken to the school office. Please could all parents leave the playground when the classes are 

lined up so that the school day can start promptly. Please note that your child will be marked as late 

if they arrive after the school bell.  
 

If you have any concerns regarding your child please do not hesitate to contact the office to 

arrange a mutually convenient time to talk.   
 

We look forward to working together with you to make your son or daughter’s time in Year One at 

High Wych a positive, happy experience. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

Mrs Pavett and Mrs Raine   

Class Teachers             


