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Spring Newsletter 

Year 1 – Orange Class 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome back!  I hope you all had a good break. We had a fantastic first term in Orange Class and I look 

forward to building on our achievements this term. Here is a brief outline of the main topics we will be 

covering this term. 
 

In English we will continue developing all the elements of literacy, speaking, listening and writing. We will start 

by thinking about how to use vivid descriptions in both telling and writing stories. Next we will move on to 

write a discussion (should animals be kept in zoos?) before thinking about how to develop characters in a 

story. We will also be learning how to use persuasion in our writing. In poetry we will be exploring rhyming 

couplets. Our phonics lessons will continue to underpin our progress in English. 
 

Reading: Last term we introduced a new phonics scheme of work to year 1. We now have that in place, and part 

of this scheme of work is using reading practice groups. In these groups children will explore a book in more 

detail with an adult. This exploration relates to the comprehension and details of the story. This is critical to 

ensure that your child’s understanding of text progresses at the same rate of the decoding of the words.  
 

Next week your child will be sent home with a new reading book similar to how it has worked last term. This 

book will then be taken in on Friday and replaced with the book they have been studying in class (i.e. in the 

reading practice group sessions). The idea is that this can be read and explored in my details with you over 

the weekend. This book will then be replaced on Monday with a new book to be read daily until Friday when it 

will be replaced with the reading practice group book.  
 

Please remember to sign the reading record book each time. We also hope to use the Library better this term 

so the children will be able to bring home Library books they have chosen to share with you. They are not 

linked to their reading ability and are for you to share together and for reading for pleasure. Please return 

these books each week or they will not be able to choose another one.  
 

In Maths we will be building on our learning from last term. We will be covering measuring height, length, mass 

and speed. We will also be introducing money (coins and combinations). We will be expanding our numeracy 

skills developed last term by using numbers to twenty. These skills are vital for when we move onto counting in 

2s, 5s and 10s before the Easter break.  

 

In Science we will be learning about ‘animals including humans’ and then plants. The children have really 

enjoyed the practical experiments in Science so far and we have lots more for them to experience this term!  

 



 

  
 

     

   

 

                                                            
     

Geography relates to our Science unit as we will be learning about ‘Where do our favourite animals live?’. In 

History later on in the term we will be learning about ‘How the first flight changed the world?’ in our ‘Great 

inventions’ unit.  

 

In RE we will look at both the Christianity and Judaism. Learning about the different beliefs and practices as 

well as thinking about the different groups they belong to. We will discuss what things are important to them 

and any symbols related to these groups. We will be learning about the Christian concepts of God. 

 

In Personal, Social and Health Education we will thinking about our dreams and goals in the first half term 

before moving onto the ‘Healthy me’ unit. In Art we will be developing our sculpture and 3D skills before 

moving onto ‘mechanisms’ in DT where we will be making a moving story book! 

 

In computing lessons, we will be using the Purple Mash computer scheme to learn about online safety and will 

be exploring various tools and programs to develop our skills and produce work.  We will also be getting 

creative and looking at creating some artistic pictures using a paint package. We will use the computer suite 

and during this time, we will develop a variety of skills. We will work on improving our confidence when using 

the keyboard and mouse. We will also complete activities linked to our topic.  

 

P.E. will be on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Please ensure that your child has a royal blue T-shirt, plimsolls or 

trainers and navy shorts or a skirt. As P.E. will be taking place outside your child will also need navy tracksuit 

bottoms to put on and a jumper or hoodie. Please make sure your child’s name is clear on all their clothing 

and footwear. If they wear earrings then if possible, can they be removed on these days. We really 

encourage lots of independence with changing for PE so lots of practise at home would be appreciated. Could 

you also make sure your child has spare clothes if they are likely to have an accident during the day.   
 

Finally, we ask that the children have a waterproof coat in school if rain is forecast, or if it is raining first 

thing, (and a heavier coat during winter months) so that we are able to go outside if it is drizzly. We will 

complete the ‘Daily Mile’ on most days to keep us fit with lots of exercise. We also have ‘Wheelie Wednesdays’ 

where the children are able to bring their scooters into school. 

Homework will be sent home on Fridays and will be due back the following Wednesday. The focus for 

homework will be a Maths and an English task linked to either the work we are doing in class or a specific skill. 

The children may have additional homework to support their learning if it is needed.   

Spellings: At the last parents evening a list of ‘Common Exception Words’ was shared. Please could you help 

your children to gradually learn these spellings by having them displayed in your home and visiting them little 

and often. The children will be tested on these words termly and discussing them in class to find ways to help 

them remember each spelling. Pneumonics such as ‘big elephants can’t always use small exits’ to learn how to 

spell ‘because’, are proven most effective in helping your child learn these words.  

 

In the morning free healthy snacks of fruit and vegetables will be provided by the school, so the children will 

not need to bring one in with them. Please supply your child with a named water bottle every day with a lift up 

lid not a screw cap and preferably one that does not leak. We have toys in school for your child to play with 

during playtimes and would ask that they do not bring in toys from home.   
 

At the end of the day please collect your child promptly at 3.20. Please also let me know in advance if there 

are any changes to the usual collection arrangements for your child and give details of who will be 

collecting them.  This will avoid any delays and confusion at the end of the day. 

 

If you have any concerns regarding your child please do not hesitate to contact me to arrange a mutually 

convenient time to talk via the office.   

 

Yours sincerely,  

Mr Vullo  

Class Teacher    


